
	

	

	

 

 

 

Puppy Information Sheet 
Vaccination 

Routine vaccinations are given to dogs for Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, 
Parvovirus and Parainfluenza.  Puppies can be vaccinated from 8 weeks of age. The 
initial course usually consists of 2 or 3 injections at intervals of 2 weeks.  The puppy can 
go down on the ground 1 week after the second injection. Avoid areas that may have a 
high risk of leptospirosis until fully vaccinated. 

Annual boosters are necessary and we will send reminders. 

Additional vaccines are available for Kennel Cough, recommended if your dog will be 
going into kennels or if meeting other groups of dogs such as in training classes or 
with a dog walker, and for Rabies, given as part of the Pet Passport Scheme. 

Socialisation  

This is the most important part of bringing up a puppy and needs careful attention to 
ensure that you give your puppy the best start in life. A well socialised puppy will be 
much easier to train and will adapt to any new situations in life as they arise. 

Puppies have a ‘Developmental Period’ up until the age of 14 weeks during which time 
any experiences that the puppy may have are accepted as part of the natural order of 
things.  After that age any new experiences can cause a fearful response that can lead 
to aggression. 

We strongly advise that puppies are carefully introduced to as many experiences as 
possible at an early age to prevent behavioural problems later in life.  Before the 
vaccination course is completed the puppy can be carried and taken to different 
environments and allowed to meet and interact with adults and children and other 
dogs and family pets.  It is also important to experience household noises, traffic, 
fireworks, hot air balloons and both city and rural situations.  It is important not to 
frighten the puppy at any time so a gradual introduction is necessary. 

At this time a puppy crate can be introduced as the puppy’s own space and safe haven. 
It is also important that the puppy gets used to being left alone for a part of each day 
during this period. 

Worming 

Puppies can be born infected with the Toxocara roundworm from their mother, this is 
the worm that can be passed to children and poses a health risk to them. 

 We recommend regular worming of all puppies and young dogs with an 
effective roundworm preparation.  Puppies should be wormed every 2 weeks until 12 
weeks of age, then monthly until 6 months of age. After 6 months of age we advise to 
continue worming every month throughout life with a prescription complete worm 
tablet that is effective for all round and tapeworms in dogs including the new 
lungworm, Angiostrongylus. 



	

	

	

 

 

To dose accurately we need to know the weight of the puppy, we recommend 
booking our free of charge ‘Weigh and Worm’ clinics with qualified Veterinary Nurses, 
costing only the price of the wormer. 

Feeding 

Puppies are usually fed 4 meals a day until the age of 12 weeks, after that time they can 
be given 3 meals a day and be reduced to 2 meals daily at 6 months. 

We recommend complete feeds for puppies to ensure that they are getting all of the 
nutrients necessary for healthy growth. We stock the Royal Canin range of lifestage 
diets. 

Flea and tick control 

We recommend regular flea and tick treatment and preventatives for all dogs. We 
stock a range of products suitable for puppies from 2 days old, either as spot-on 
treatments, tablets or collars. Prescription products can only be supplied to dogs that 
have been seen by the practice in the previous 12 months. We offer free of charge ‘flea 
checks’ to weigh your dog for treatment. 

Neutering 

It is recommended that bitches that are not intended for breeding are neutered 
(spayed) as it gives them positive health benefits helping to protect against mammary 
tumours later in life, unwanted pregnancies and uterine infections.  We would usually 
spay a bitch after her 1st season but in cases where an early spay is preferred, it can be 
done at 6 months of age.  

Male dogs can be castrated from 6 months of age if required. This helps to prevent 
behavioural problems later in life as well as giving protection against prostate disease 
and testicular tumours. 

Microchips 

It is now a legal requirement that all dogs need to be microchipped by 8 weeks of age 
and their details kept up to date, this allows them to be identified at all times even if 
they have lost their collar tag. Microchips can be implanted at the same time as 
vaccinations are given. Microchips are necessary for the Pet Passport Scheme. 

Insurance 

Dogs can be insured for their veterinary fees, this covers illness and accident. Most will 
also give additional cover for 3rd party liability and other benefits.  Vaccination, 
neutering and breeding costs are not usually covered. 

We do recommend that all of our patients be covered by insurance as this ensures that 
cost does not become an obstacle in obtaining the best possible care for your pet.  
Veterinary science has made huge advances in the last few years and a range of new 
treatments and veterinary specialists are now available, however the cost of some of 
these can be quite considerable and may limit treatment options if uninsured. 

Insurance leaflets are available in the waiting room. An excess is usually payable for 
each separate condition and this may be variable across different policies. 

 If you have any questions please do not hesitate call us for advice on                  
0117 924 7832 or to book an appointment with our Veterinary Nurses in their free 
Puppy Health Check clinics. 


